St. Michael Elementary Newsletter

Page 1

October

St. Michael Elementary Family Newsletter
October 2019

Mental Health Awareness Week
October 7-11 is Mental Health Awareness Week. At the STMA
primary and elementary schools, we’ll be introducing the students
to our staff members who help in the mental health area: our social
workers and psychologists. At STME, we have two school social
workers: Mrs. Peterson and Mrs. Thomas. At school, we’ll also
share general information on keeping mentally healthy by getting a
good night’s sleep, eating healthy foods, exercising, calming emotions, connecting with friends, etc. All elementary school students
are encouraged to wear green on Thursday, October 10th, for
World Mental Health Day. Thanks to parents for all you do to support our students’ mental health.

3

EL Family Night, 6:00—
Fieldstone Elementary

7

Kindness In Chalk

8

School Board Meeting
7 p.m. DO

9

Character Counts
Wear Blue

10

World Mental Health Day—
Wear Green

14

STME PTO, 6:30 p.m.

16-18

No School—Teacher Workshop & Break

21

School Board Meeting
7 p.m. DO

21-24

Grandparent & Special
Lunch

21

Picture Retake Day

22

Hearing/Vision Screening

23

Unity Day Wear Orange For
Anti-Bullying

Mark Your Calendars for
Grandparent & Special Friend Lunch
October 21st – 24th
Monday
October 21st

Tuesday
October 22nd

Wednesday
October 23rd

Thursday
October 24th

Grades 1 & 3

Grades 1 & 3

Grades 2 & 4

Grades 2 & 4

2nd—Al-Rifai, Windel, Solum

2nd—Brisson, Dahlke,
Schreifels

1st—Hansen, Hinnenkamp, Huls, 1st—Gaulrapp, Pearson,
DeMarais
Lindenfelser
3rd—Allerson & Hanson

3rd—Merfeld, Johnson, Rabe

4th—Odegard, Krupke,
Ingebritson

4th—Smith, Tauber, Hinzmann
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Follow STME on Facebook and Twitter
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stmeknights
Twitter: https://twitter.com/stmeknights

Education for Homeless Children and Youth
Keeping children and youth in homeless situations connected to school and removing any barriers to enrollment, attendance
and education success is the goal of STMA’s homeless assistance program. Under the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance
Act, children are considered homeless if a family lost housing and now lives in a shelter, motel, vehicle, camping ground, or temporary trailer; or on the street; doubled-up with family or friends; or in any type of temporary or inadequate housing, the children may qualify for assistance. Unaccompanied youth are also considered homeless.
You can help STMA identify families who may be homeless simply through your interactions with students and families who lack
fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence. If you believe a family fits the conditions to be considered homeless, contact
your school’s homeless liaison, Corey Lahr.

The following acronym may be used to help remember that people with good character are TERRIFIC!
Trustworthiness
Fairness

Respect
Caring

Responsibility
Citizenship

During October, our character focus will be trustworthiness. We will learn that trustworthy people show integrity and
honesty. They stand up for their beliefs and tell the truth. Trustworthy people are also very loyal and reliable. They keep
their promises, honor their commitments, and are dependable. They stand by and protect their family, friends, school,
and country.
Students and staff are encouraged to wear blue on Wednesday, October 9th.

Pictures From The First Month Of School
Spiritfest

Sports’ Day

High School Football Players Visit
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Hearing & Vision
We will be conducting hearing and vision screening with all of the students at St. Michael Elementary on October 22nd. Those students who
do not pass the initial screening will be re-screened two to four weeks later. If your child still does not pass hearing or vision screening, you
will receive a letter by the end of November.

The vision screening consists of checking distance vision. We do not screen other components of vision such as near vision, eye teaming (the
ability of the eyes to work together), eye focusing (the ability of the eyes to focus and shift focus on near and distance points), or comprehension of what the eye sees. If you have concerns regarding any of these components of vision or you notice any of the following possible
symptoms of eye and vision problems, you may want to have your child’s vision evaluated by an eye doctor even if your child passed vision
screening at school.
places head close to the book or desk when reading or writing
has poor hand-eye coordination
complains of double vision
unexplained, frequent headaches
excessively blinks or rubs eyes
turns or tilts head to use one eye only or closes or covers one eye
has reddened, watering eyes, encrusted eyelids, frequent sties
We are in need of parent volunteers to assist with hearing and vision screening. If you are available to assist on October 22th (and have or will
have completed your background check), please contact the St. Michael Elementary PTO.
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Student Drop Off: A reminder to parents that students
should be dropped off after 7:20am at the front entrance of the
school.
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Picture Retakes
Picture Retake Day is
October 21st

Student Football Game Conduct Reminder
All students are reminded of the following expectations: 1). Students in grades K-4 should be accompanied by an adult. 2). Students
should walk, not run, between the concession area and the bleachers. 3.) Students are not allowed to bring footballs or other balls
to the game.
For safety and security, it is important for parents to accompany their children to the football games. Parents are highly discouraged
from dropping off children without proper supervision.
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