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OUR MISSION HERE AT STMA
The mission of District 885 is to provide a safe educational environment where students are encouraged to develop lifelong learning skills
which nurture positive attitudes and self-worth.
We serve over 6500 students that come from over 45 hometowns and speak over 50 languages. We operate 1 primary school, 3 elementary
schools, 2 middle schools, 1 high school, 1 alternative learning high school program, and an active Community Education program. We are proud of
our schools.

To continue the District’s strong tradition of excellence and expand opportunities for all students,
the St. Michael-Albertville School Board establishes the following priorities for the 2020 legislative
session:

ADEQUACY
STMA ranks 329/330 in per pupil revenue. Inadequate state funding has created large disparities in opportunities for our students. To close
the opportunity gap:
Increase the basic formula by an additional 1%.
If the legislature had provided inflationary increases to the basic formula, schools would have over $1,367 more per pupil. This severely limits
educational opportunities for students.
Make the one time safe schools aid permanent.
Ongoing funding is required to hire additional trained professionals to address the mental health needs of students.
Increase the state’s share of special education funding.
STMA diverts $4.4 million or $674 per pupil of funding meant for general education classroom instruction to cover mandated but
unreimbursed special education programming.

EQUITY
Without significant commercial/industrial development to expand the tax base and lower the overall taxpayer cost, the cost for school levies falls
heavily on homeowners in low-property wealth districts such as STMA. The quality of a student’s education should not depend merely on their
zip code.
Increase equalization aid for school operating levies in low-property wealth school districts to make them more affordable for taxpayers.
School operating levies are equalized, meaning that the levy also generates state aid. State legislation defines the equalization ratio (how
much is levy and how much is state aid).
For a $2,443 per pupil levy, since STMA is “property poor,” taxpayers would pay $690/year while taxpayers in a neighboring “property
wealthy” district, would pay $162/year.
Create an equitable program for districts such as STMA that receive significantly less revenue to narrow the gap between districts at the top
and bottom of the funding continuum.

COMMON SENSE AND LOCAL CONTROL
Policies that divert resources of time or money is an equity issue for the lowest-funded school districts such as STMA. As each district is unique,
each school board must have the local control to manage limited resources to provide the best possible education for all students.
Refrain from new, underfunded, or unfunded legislative mandates.
Modify special education requirements including paperwork to achieve maximum efficiencies and reduce costs.
Remove barriers to Tier 1 licensure and allow for consideration of relevant experience/education and extenuating circumstances.
Restore the ability for school boards to appoint to fill a vacancy until the next general election.
Repeal the resolution requirement for combined polling places.
Streamline wage theft notice requirements for school employees to remove unnecessary administrative compliance costs.

